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: OF STRAFFOR 


Dated from: the TOWER, 
- upon the 4® of Hay, 1647. 


his Petition: to the Lords Spirituall 
- Temporal, and the Honourable Houſe of 
COMMONS. 


on Printed 164-1. 
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The Earl of Straffords Famer: to bis moſt 
© Excellent MaArtrestTIs, hk from the 
Towey the 4) of Ma v 1641. 


May it pleafe your ſacred Majeſtic... 


hath bin my greateſt grictc in all theſe troubles,to-” 
be taken as a perſon which ſhould cndavour to re- | 
preſent and ſer thingsamiſle between your Majeſty 
and your: people, and. ro.give Counſells tending | 
- tothediſquierof therhree Kingdomes. 


Moſt true it is, that this mine-owne private Condition cOn-. 
ſidered, it had beene agreat madneſle, fince through your gra-. 
tous favour I was ſo, provided, :as. not to. exped 10: ay kind” 
ts mend my: fortune or pleaſe my mind, more, then by: hi 2 
[where your bounteous hands had placed mee. 2 
Nay, it is moſt mightily misſtaken, for unto your Maj E. 
& well knowne, my poore, and bumble adviſes. concli #3 
fllb in-1bis,. That: your Majeſty and yous people. could never” 
3g | ur happy; ull there were a. right underſtanding betwixt you 
- Widchero +: no. other meancs toefte3, and fettle this happinctle. 
ky by. the Councell, and aflent of the Parliament; orto.pre- 
= the growing Evills-upon, this. ſtate but. b intixely putting 
you Eun,  yponthe:loyalry,am GS TP E 
< $ rEogl Je. - 
| Yer fach is ray aishorcune,, this. tuch, finderh, linke i 
| RO Comet _ to be wncvets and | cu { _ 
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reputed, as ſome thing of ſeparation betweene you, and your: 
| z -uridera heavyecr'centure:then which Vampcrfwaded. 
no Gentleman can ſuffer.. PET nn CF 00 4 0 
.Now., I underſtand the minds of men are more.incenced a- || 
gainſt mee, notwithſtanding your Majeſty hath declared, that 
in your princely opinion, T am not guilty of treaſon, nor are you 
ſaupfieg in. your conſcience to paſſe rhe Bill: © * ry 
This bringeth, me into a very gear ſtreight, there is before 
metheruine of my Children; and family,” hitherto untouched, 
in all the branches. of it with ay foule Crimes. - Here is before. 
methe many ills, which may befall your Sacred perſon, and the 
whole kingdome,.\.ſhould dre" and Parliament part leſle 
ſatisfied. one with the other, then is neceſſary for the preſerva- 
tion both of King and people. Hereare before me the things. moſt | 
valued, moſt feared,by mortall man, Life;or Death. | 
 -Tofay Sir, thatthere hath not beene a ſtrife in mee , werets 
make melefle man, then God knoweth my infirmities give me. 
And to call a deſtrution upon my ſelfe, and-young Children, 
where the intentions of my heart, at leaſt have beene innocent of 
this great offence) may bee believed, -will find no cafe conſent 
from fleſh and bloud. © 
But- with much ſadneſſe; Tam cometo a reſolution, of that 
which T take to the beſt becomming mee, to looke upon that 
which is moſt principall initſdfe;; which-doubrleſſe is the prof-- 
perity of Your ſacred Perſon, and the Common-Wealth, inf 
nircly before any private mans intereſt." * 7.71 
"And therefore in few words, asI-put my ſelfe wholy upoti the: 
honour, and juſtice of my Peeres ſo clearely, as to beſeech yout: W_- 
Majeſty might pleaſe to have ſpared that declaration of yours: We 
on Sarurday laſt, aud intirely to have left me to their Lordſhips; + 
ſonow, to ſet your Majcſtics. conſcience atliberty, Idoemolt: = 
humbly beſcech your Majeſty, in prevention of miſtakes which 
may happen, by your refuſal]. to paſſe this Bill ; And by this i 
' mcanes remove (prayſed be God) I cannot fay , this _ i" 


OY 


AS a |: : Eat Er Rt | 


8 S 


” 
& 


vt 


Wy 


(4 


Broke: 


"(but I confeſſe) this unforrmare ing 
| that bleſſed agreement, which God 


betweene you, and yourſubjeds. 71! 14 144240 49.2, 
Sir my conſent ſhall more.acquit youhereinto God, then all 


"the world can doe befides. Toa willing man there is no injury 
done, And as by Gods or 
calmeneſſe and meekneſle of nfinit tomy 
ging ſoule; So Sir, to youcan-Igiye the life of this world, with 
al the cheerefulneſle avvrun/2. inthe juſt acknowledgement 
of your exceeding favours. And onely begge that in your good- | 
neſſe, you would vouchſafe to caſt your gratious regard upon — 

, my poore Soone,, and his three Siſters, leſſe, ormore , he : 

erwiſe , then as- their (in preſent)-unfortunare Father, may 3 
hereafter appeare more, or leſle guilty of this death. 


| . God long preſerve your Majeſty. 
Your Majeſtics moſt faithfull, and 
humble Subje, and Servant - 
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The Decadag: GB off @ 
'STRAFFORD -unto the Loxrps he 
befoge hes Dyed. - 


Ta the Right Honoyeabls the Lords Spiriallaod? 


"SeppontS, wibugralegs'Þ PARLIAMY NT, Mſembled. Þ 
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aneanret He humble Petition of 7home late Earle of 51g 


: G4 x ford. Sheweth thar ſeeing it isthe good will and? 
| SATIN of God that.your Petitioner is now ſhort="? 


BO PUGH OHLY hyeall owe to our fraile! 
ature: Hee ſhall. oh Chriſtian Patience and: 


ne. imſelfe to your Juſtice, in 
'M pop Ho ” Giid up for us in 2 
Ee Saviour bleſſed for ever. 
Only hee bunkly craves, to returne your Lordſhips moſt 
humble thanks for your Noble Compaſſion towards thoſe inne : | 
"cent Children; whom now with his laſt bleſſing he muſt com! 
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mit to'the prote&tion of Almighty Gov, beſeeching Va ur. 
FE Lg RK figiſh your Pious intentions towards them: ac 
at the reward thereof may bee fulfill'd mn You: b 
him that is able 1#give above all we are able either to aske or thin y 
Wherein Itruſt the S tecoweble Houſe of Commons witafford 
their Chriſtian aſſiſtance. 2 
And ſo'beſceching your _ -ſhips charitably ro forg FT: 
all his omiffions and infirmities, he doth very heartily and truely 


recommend Your Lord-ſhips tothe Mercies of Our Heavenly! 
Father, and OY for his is godreſ he ny perfeR you incve ; 
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